8 RESEARCH aND COMMENTARY

Rudolf Steiner on

the Urgent Need for
Research Arising from
Anthroposophy

It was the next to the last moming of
the Christmas Conference for the
Founding of the General Anthropo-
sophical Society, December 31, 1923.
The two morning talks dealt with as-
pects of scientific inquiry. The first,
by Rudolf Maier, Stuttgart, con-
cerned “The Connection of Mag-
netism with Light,” and the second,
by Frau Dr. Lily Kolisko, also
Stuttgart, dealt with the “Physical
Proof of the Working of Microorgan-
isms.” Rudolf Steiner introduced
Frau Dr. Kolisko's talk with the fol-
lowing observations, which he then
took up again after she had finished:

“If it should become possible for
Anthroposophy to give to the differ-
ent branches of science impulses of
method which lead to certain re-
search results, then one of the main
obstacles to spiritual research exist-
ing in the world will have been re-
moved. That is why it is so iinpor-
tant for work of the right kind to be
undertaken in the proper anthropo-
sophical sense.”

After her talk he continued:
“These experiments are, from an an-
throposophical point of view, details
leading to a totality which is needed
by science today more urgently than
can be said. Yet if we continue to
work as we have been doing at pre-
sent in our research institute, then
perhaps in fifty, or maybe seventy-
five years we shall come to the result
that we need, which is that innumer-
able details go to make up a whole.
This whole will then have a bearing
not only on the life of knowledge
but also on the whole of practical life
as well.

“People have no idea today how
deeply all these things can affect
practical daily life in such realms as

the production of what human be-
ings need in order to live or the de-
velopinent of methods of healing
and so on. Now you might say that
the progress of mankind has always
gone forward at a slow pace and
that there is not likely to be any dif-
ference in this field. However, with
civilization in its present brittle and
easily destructible state, it could
very well happen that in fifty or sev-
enty-five years’ time the chance will
have been missed for achieving
what so urgently needs to be
achieved...”

Rudolf Steiner concluded by say-
ing what it would mean if it were
possible for anthroposophical re-
search to achieve in five or ten years
what, he foresaw, would take fifty to
seventy-five years at the speed at
which work was then going for-
ward. And he ended by saying: “I
am convinced that if it were possible
for us to create the necessary equip-
ment and the necessary institutes
and to have the necessary col-
leagues, as many as possible to work
out of this spirit, then we could suc-
ceed in achieving in five or ten years
what will now take us fifty or seven-
ty-five. The only thing we would
need for this work would be 50 or 75
million francs, then we would prob-
ably be able to do the work in a
tenth of the time.””

The Challenge to us today

Fateful words! Sixty-eight of the sev-
enty-five years of which Rudolf
Steiner spoke will have come and
gone when we celebrate New Year's
Eve this year! Is our world less “brit-
tle and destructible” today than it
was in 1923? How is it now with an-
throposophical research at the end
of the century?

Certainly anthroposophists have
not been “sitting on their hands” for
the past sixty-eight years! An ex-
traordinary amount of good work
has been done in'many fields, work
for which one is deeply grateful. Yet,

must we not also admit that events
in this “brittle and destructible”
world have moved even faster, and
have proven incredibly destructive?
The issues which face us today re-
quire a new level of inner alertness,
of presence of mind, and require us,
as anthroposophists, to rethink our
accustomed ways and to review our
priorities. And this will lead us once
again, | believe, to look at the ques-
tion of research.

Two questions immediately arise:
What is spiritual-scientific research?
and: How can it be furthered?

In response to the first question,
we should bear in mind Rudolf
Steiner’s observation quoted above
that it is the “impulses of method’
leading to research results that are
so badly needed.”? Once the method
of inquiry has been opened up, it
then becomes possible for colleaguies
in the field, who are of open mind
and of good will, to share in the de-
tailed investigations. As we know,
the methods of spiritual-scientific re-
search have been described by
Rudolf Steiner in many places and,
especially, in such fundamental
works as Knowledge of Higher Worlds
and its Attainment, and Occult
Science, Chapter V, on the path of
knowledge. In these descriptions we
find three stages: in the first, we take
the results of spiritual-scientific in-
vestigation and, as students, inake
them our own through the activity
of clear and selfless thinking which
we have prepared to become the
first instrument for higher knowl-
edge.?® These living thoughts are
ours because we have experienced
them. In the second stage, we enter
the realm of life, and, through medi-
tative exercise, we acquire the capac-
ity to perceive the living world as it
begins to reveal itself in the lan- -
guage of imagination. At this stage
of experience, the living images we
perceive are the projections of super-
sensible reality, mirrored within our
soul, not yet the immediate reality of
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of the mysteries in our time. The re-
search, therefore, for which it exists,
is to have the character of mystery
wisdom and is to flow into practical
life through the work of the Sections
of the School. In this sense, the
School of Spiritual Science is intend-
ed to become an organ for cultural
renewal. At its center, in the so~
called General Anthroposophical
Section, which was originally in-
tended to consist of three esoteric
classes (see paragraph 5, Statutes),
the individual undertakes the
schooling of his or her thinking, feel-
ing and willing, transforming them
into the capacities of imagination, in-
spiration, and intuition, which are
then the new faculties for research.
With these new capacities, he or she
may choose to enter a special field in
order to becomne a working col-
league, a “representative of Anthro-
posophy,” within the particular Sec-
tion of the School devoted to
research in that field.

If, as members of the Society, we
accept the fact that it is up to us to
further anthroposophical research,
and that the School of Spiritual Sci-
ence is the organ where it is to occur,
then we will seek practical ways to
undertake this furtherance, the most
obvious being financial support for
the work of the School, both at its
center in the Goetheanum in Dor-
nach, and here, at the periphery, in
the U.S.A. However, this financial
support will not be truly fruitful un-
less it is rooted in understanding
and genuine goodwill, in real moral
support. This, in turn, must include
the recognition that individuals may
need to be freed, from time to time,
from the demands of daily work in
order to pursue the aim of research.
Carrying this thought one step fur-
ther, into the sphere of practical an-
throposophical life, we must ask: Do
you, in your anthroposophical life,
in your anthroposophical institution,
recognize that research is essential
and are you prepared to translate

that recognition into practical terms,
ie. to free co-workers where neces-
sary and to share in providing the fi-
nancial means to enable research to
be accomplished?

Let me now try to take these con-
siderations one step further by illus-
trating them out of one of the fields
of anthroposophical endeavor, in
this case, the work of the Waldorf
schools. The school movement in the
USA is sixty-three years old! There
are, at the moment, seventy-three
recognized Waldorf schools in this
country.* Despite this remarkable ex-
pansion, it is, I believe, fair to say
that the school movement is still in
its first, pioneer phase, in which vir-
tually all the resources which flow
into the schools through training
and experience are immediately ab-
sorbed in the daily tasks of building
up and sustaining the existing
schools or are poured out in the
founding of additional new schools.
An important, but extremely modest
beginning has been made to attempt
to “rescue” some part of the experi-
ence won during the past sixty-three
years for the benefit of the move-
ment as a whole through the estab-
lishunent of the Pedagogical Section
of the School of Spiritual Science in
North America, with a small Council
of seven or eight persons to serve it.
In addition, the training institutes
constitute a focus of accumulated ex-
perience, which flows, through the
training, into the movement as a
whole. But the Pedagogical Section
has not yet reached the point at
which it has been able to take up a
systematic development of educa-
tional research that might not only
serve the school movement from
within, but which could begin to
penetrate American education at
large, as a leaven which might even-
tually help to bring about that fun-
damental renewal that is so very ur-
gently needed today.

If one asks oneself, what might
the nature of such research projects

be, one could think of topics ranging
from the more obvious and more
easily defined, such as: the effect
(negative as well as positive) of one”
teacher accompanying an elemen-
tary school class over several years,
or the positive and negative values
of the long “main lesson” with
which each day begins; to such es-
sential, but subtle topics, so difficult
to assess, as: the role of sleep in the
educational process, or the values of
rhythm in human development. In
the end; the selection of a topic, and
the framing of a project, would be
determined by those who feel called
to carry it out; the suggestions just
mentioned are intended merely to
serve as a more concrete stimulus
for further thought.

The author of this article can al-
ready imagine that he hears the in-
credulous voices of colleagues who
may have read thus far exclaiming:
What are you proposing? We can't
spare a single colleague, in fact, we
are desperately short-staffed as it is!
And as for sharing costs! Well, you
know the state of most Waldorf
school budgets! To which he would
reply: At the moment, it is a matter
of reviewing our priorities and ask-
ing whether we can, in fact, continue
to afford to ignore the need for more
conscious concemn for the research
element in our total anthroposophi-
cal endeavors. After all, what intelli-
gently managed business would
forego “research and development”
(R & D) in favor of spending its total
earnings on current operations? (A
consideration which American busi-
ness is asking itself with hindsight as
it struggles to compete in world
markets with Toyota, Mitsubishi,
and Daimler-Benz!)

To summarize, in conclusion:
Sixty-eight years ago Rudolf Steiner
looked to the future with arodous
forethought and expressed the ur-
gent concern ~ “not a wish, not even
a possibility, but merely, perhaps, an
illusion” — that research might be ac-

















